
 
Consumable charges 

As of September 2024, there will be a consumables charge applied to each hour of funding used 
weekly. We have held off applying a consumable charge for as long as possible, however the reality 
of the funding offer, as fantastic as it is for parents, is not as positive for childcare providers. This 
charge is necessary to ensure our sustainability moving forward and is now common-place across all 
childcare remits.  

Our consumable charge will be £0.45 per funded hour. This means if using 11 hours of funding per 
week a weekly cost of £4.95 and if using 22 hours £9.90. 

The consumable cost covers all elements that are considered "extra" or "above and beyond" a 
standard offering as explained in the Lancashire funding agreement. 

15.1 Government funding is intended to cover the cost to deliver 15 or 30 hours a week of EEF high 
quality, flexible childcare places. It is not intended to cover the cost of meals, consumables, additional 
hours or additional services.   

We consider the following to fall within this remit; 
• Sun cream & sun hats 
• snacks (separate to lunch and high-tea) 
• take home craft supplies i.e. birthday cards/Christmas crafts etc. 
• wipes  
• Online learning journal (Famly) 
• Paediatric first aid training for all staff as opposed to the statutory one member on site 
• Makaton training for the staff team 
• Electronic funding forms & parent upload option 
• Visits and inhouse activities from external providers, i.e. dance instructors, sports sessions 

 
There will be circumstances in which the consumable charge will not apply; 

• Your child is in receipt of EYPP funding 
• Your child is accessing the 'Golden ticket' Lancashire 2-year funding 

 
If you would prefer to ‘opt out’ of the consumables charge you are able to do so, however you will 
need to provide; 

• A morning and afternoon snack daily which replicates what the nursery are offering 
• Provide craft supplies to replicate the nursery offering 
• Provide wipes for hand and face cleaning after meals and for all nappy changes.  
• Your use of the Famly app will be limited to essential safeguarding information, i.e. Sign-in 

and out times and accident reports, learning journey information will be provided as a paper 
report once termly.  

• Provide sun cream and sun hat 
• As and when visits and inhouse activities such as dance classes are offered your child will be 

engaged in alternative fun (we will make sure they know no different of course!)  
 

Please discuss with the management team if you wish to further explore this option. 
 

 

Ultimately the consumable charge is the mechanism necessary to allow us to continue to operate to 
the standard you know and expect of us. We really appreciate your support in enabling us to remain 
sustainable!  
 

Kindest regards, 
 
Management team  


